
HOW TO FIND

COURT FORMS
What are optional, mandatory, and what can you do when a court

form is not available?



WHAT ARE COURT FORMS

Court forms are official documents, approved or
prescribed for use in legal proceedings, that

contain blank spaces for required information to
be filled in before filing with the court.

“The California court system uses forms to ensure everyone’s information
is complete so the judge can make a decision. 

Most forms are published by the Judicial Council and used across the
state, but it’s also common for county Superior Courts to have one or two
local forms that they require you to use.” - California Courts Self-Help
Guide

https://www.courts.ca.gov/policyadmin-jc.htm


Forms can be found on court websites. 

You can find California State Court forms through:
State Forms from the Judicial Council of California -
https://courts.ca.gov/rules-forms/find-your-court-forms
California Appellate Courts Self-Help Resource Center -
https://selfhelp.appellate.courts.ca.gov/knowledge-
center/forms/
California Courts of Appeal - https://appellate.courts.ca.gov/

You can find federal court forms through:
United States Courts - https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-
rules/forms
United States District Court Northern District of California -
https://cand.uscourts.gov/forms/
United States Courts for the Ninth Circuit -
https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/forms/
Supreme Court of the United States -
https://www.supremecourt.gov/filingandrules/rules_guidance.a
spx

WHERE CAN YOU FIND COURT FORMS

This is a non-exhaustive list



In California state courts, many forms are mandatory,
meaning you must use them to take certain legal
actions. To check whether a form is mandatory or
optional, look at the bottom left corner. It will say

mandatory or optional.

WHEN IS A COURT FORM MANDATORY

Form: FW-001

Form: JV-820

Review the information provided on federal
court forms for more insight on how they need

to be used. 



Alameda County Superior Court local forms:
https://www.alameda.courts.ca.gov/forms-filing/forms
The court may also have additional local forms that are
not available online. You can speak to a court clerk to

learn more. 

LOCAL FORMS

Federal: national court forms can be used in
all federal courts. Each federal court also

maintains their own local court forms. 

County Superior Courts also have local forms
that they may require you to use.



WHAT CAN YOU DO WHEN A COURT FORM IS NOT
AVAILABLE

If there isn’t a form for what you need to do, you will
need to write your own court papers, in the right
format and follow the court's rules. 

The California Rules
of Court, starting
with rule 2.100, tell
you what is required
for any documents
you file with the
court.
For civil Federal
Court proceedings in
the Northern District
of California, begin
with review of Civil
local rule 3-4: Papers
Presented for Filing 



OTHER FORMS 

You can contact the law library for assistance with
finding other forms that you may need to file with or

prior to a lawsuit. 

Claim against county of Alameda Government claim form - Judicial Branch


